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How to Pass Chemistry in 5 Easy Steps   











( Get Help


Do not be embarrassed to ask for help.  It’s better to get help when you need it instead of trying to do without. The day before the exam is too late!


Weekly Tutoring Hours:


Lunch: On a case by case basis


After-school: See tutorial schedule posted each week











( Have a Positive Attitude


Accept that chemistry is a subject that requires a lot of time and work. Be committed to investing the time and effort that the course demands.  Believe in yourself 


and your capabilities.








( Be Present and Prepared


Arrive to class on time.  Avoid missing class. Bring your notebook, calculator, pencil, and other materials everyday.  Complete your homework everyday.  Ask questions when you don’t understand.  Chances are if you have a question, you are not the only one.








( Work the Problems


Paying attention and finishing your homework may not be enough.  The number one reason students struggle in chemistry is that they do not work enough problems.  After you have figured out how to work a kind of problem, explain it to someone else.  If you can explain it to someone else so that they understand it, you can feel confident that you really do understand it yourself.





( Study…Effectively


The best way to study is 


to work all the problems 


and to ask for help when 


you need it. Spread your 


studying out; do some every day. Remember that studying is different than doing your homework. Don't expect to be able to learn it all the night before the exam.  Use a study group.  Do not stay up all night studying.
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Semester Final


A cumulative final is given at the end of each semester and is designed for students to showcase their mastery of the concepts and skills learned throughout the semester.





The final exam is included in the exam/test category.








Labs


Laboratory work is extensive and focuses on higher order thinking and problem-solving.





The laboratory category may include inquiry-based activities, laboratory work/reports, and research-based projects. Labs may be counted as either formative or summative depending on the amount of work.














Contact Info - amorrison@ggusd.us





Quizzes (Formative) and Exams/Tests (Summative)





Quizzes are checkpoints for students to determine their understanding of the current standards. Students receiving less than proficient on quizzes should seek immediate help in tutorial.





Exams are difficult and require students to study well in advance.





The exam category may include standard specific test, chapter tests, unit exams, and benchmark/diagnostic tests.








Homework -


Homework is assigned almost daily and recorded by students in their Rancho Planner.





The homework category may include daily homework, reading, and in-class assignments.








California State Standards


The one-year chemistry course may cover as many as 86 state standards, by far the most of any subject area!   Students are assessed using the state’s 5-point proficiency scale (5 – advanced, 4 – proficient, 3 – basic, 2 – below basic, and 1 – far below basic).  Look for student proficiency ratings on the online Parent Portal grade report.  Students are expected to maintain a level of 4 – proficient or higher.  Students not yet proficient should be coming into tutorial to remediate appropriate standards until proficiency is reached.














How is My Chemistry Grade Calculated?














